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Abstract:
This poster aims to examine how travel restrictions impact
healthcare services for Palestinian people traveling to and from the
Gaza Strip.

Introduction:
Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip can travel through Israelicontrolled Eraz crossing and Egyptian-controlled Rafah crossing.
While Eraz controls the movement of those wishing to travel to the
West Bank via Israel, the Rafah crossing is a vital harbor for those
aspiring to leave the country. However, leaving the coastal enclave
by either crossing can sometimes be hazardous for Palestinians even
if they are in dire need of medical care. Israel’s increasingly strict
restrictions on people crossing Eraz often negatively impacts their
access to healthcare services.

“The Gaza blockade (through the
land, air and sea) is a denial of basic
human rights in contravention of
international law and amounts to

Figure 6. “Distribution of referrals by specialty,” this chart was produced to show the distribution of
permits by the disease type. Created by UNOCHA (2018).
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Hanan, 42, resides in the Deir al-Balah
refugee camp. She was diagnosed with a
pituitary tumor in November 2017 after
suffering from headaches and blurred vision.
Gaza doctors referred her for neurosurgery
at a Jerusalem hospital as the equipment and
skills to perform this kind of specialized
surgery were unavailable.
“I applied for a permit to go to Makassed
Hospital in East Jerusalem six or seven
times but I was denied each time and lost my
appointment... I cried because I just wanted
to be rid of the pain and the torture.”

Figure 3. “Cancer Patients in Gaza Protest,” this photo was produced to show a protest by Gazan cancer
patients seeking permission to receive treatment outside the Strip. Created by Majdi Fathi/NurPhoto
(2018).

~ Charlotte Brontë, (1999)
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Figure 2. “Gaza's Cancer Patients: 'We Are Dying Slowly,” this photo was produced to show women
waiting for the borders to be open to travel. Created by Al Jazeera English (2017).

“ I am a free human being with an independent will.”
Freedom of movement remains an important need for every
human being. However, for Palestinians, this freedom may be
stolen, seized, or withheld when it is needed most for human
rights such as healthcare.

Who Gets a Travel Permit?

Figure 1. “Israeli responses to Gaza patient permit applications,” this chart was produced to show the rate
of Israeli responses to the permits. Created by UNOCHA (2018).

Conclusion:

Figure 5. “I Just Wanted to Be Rid of the
Pain,” this is a photo of Hanan, a cancer
patient in the Gaza Strip. Created by
UNOCHA (2018).

When Hanan finally obtained a permit, it was too late for her to undergo
the neurosurgical surgery she needed. Unfortunately, she lost her vision
completely.
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